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 Northern Neck Electric 
Cooperative News

APRIL 13, 2020

Thank you for keeping  
the power on!
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P.O. Box 288 

Warsaw, VA 22572-0288 
804-333-3621 • 1-800-243-2860 

nnec.coop 
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President & CEO 
Greg W. White 
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Jay Garner 

Northern Neck Electric Cooperative is an 
equal opportunity provider and employer.

NNEC Board and staff visit 
state legislators in Richmond 

On Jan. 28, Northern Neck 
Electric Cooperative 
(NNEC) Board members and 

staff joined more than 120 directors 
and staff members from 12 other 
member-owned Virginia electric 
cooperatives for the Virginia, 
Maryland & Delaware Association of 
Electric Cooperatives’ (VMDAEC) 
annual legislative conference at the 
state capital. 

Those attending were Board 
members Hunter Greenlaw, Rusty 
Brown, Ralph Sutton, James Wise, 
Holly Wargo and Wayne Saunders, 

as well as Richard McLendon, 
NNEC vice president of member 
services and information 
technology; and Jay Garner, public 
relations manager. 

Following an early-morning 
VMDAEC governmental-affairs 
briefing, NNEC visited with several 
state lawmakers and their staff.  
The General Assembly visit 
provided directors and 
management an opportunity to 
discuss face-to-face with legislators 
how proposed legislation might 
affect members of NNEC. 

Above, Del. Ransone enjoys  
her copy of the Cooperative Living 
magazine. 
 
From left, Jay Garner, Richard McLendon, 
James Wise, Del. Margaret Ransone,  
Rusty Brown, Ralph Sutton and Holly 
Wargo. 
 
Below, from left, James Wise,  
Ralph Sutton, Sen. Richard Stuart,  
Rusty Brown, Richard McLendon  
and Holly Wargo. 

NNEC_MarApril2020.qxp_018_v6_CL_lr  2/14/20  3:21 PM  Page 19



20 | Cooperative Living | March-April 2020 Northern Neck Electric Cooperative

UPPER LANCASTER COUNTY  •   WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  22 ,  10  A .M. -4  P.M.

in the  
NORTHERN NECK

BELLE ISLE STATE PARK, BEL AIR  
AND BELLE ISLE MANOR HOUSE 
(1632 Belle Isle Road, Lancaster, VA) 
The Virginia Department of Conservation 
and Recreation purchased approximately 
675 acres of land to be used as a state  
park from the Gruis family in 1992 and 
created Belle Isle State Park the following 
year. The 1770s Belle Isle Manor House 
and surrounding 90 acres was purchased 
from the Gruis family in 2015 and is  
now also part of the park. The park is  
the recipient of Garden Club of Virginia 
Centennial grants in 2017, 2018 and 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BEL AIR  
Built in 1940 by John G. Pollard, Jr. and 
his wife Peggy, this Colonial-style house 
was designed by Thomas T. Waterman. An 
expert in his field, Waterman served as the 
director of the Historic American Building 
Survey and consulted on the restoration of 
Colonial Williamsburg. Bel Air was built 
by local craftsman, Bayse Haynie, using 
cypress trees harvested from Belle Isle 
Farm. Inside accents, including walnut 
balusters and pine dados, were repurposed 
from a nearby King and Queen County 
home built by Carter Braxton, signer of  
the Declaration of Independence. 
 
BELLE ISLE MANOR HOUSE 
This excellent example of a small but 

formal Tidewater plantation was built for 
Thomas Bertrand Griffin following his 
marriage to Judith Burwell of Carter’s 
Grove in 1766. One-story wings were 
added around 1790 by Rawleigh 
Downman, whose family ran a thriving 
plantation for nearly 100 years. In 1918 
Belle Isle was purchased by the Somers 
family. In 1939 Suzanne Pollard 
Boatwright and her husband Herbert Lee 
Boatwright embarked on a restoration of 
the house and the surrounding terraced 
gardens with the help of Thomas T. 
Waterman and landscape architect R.E. 
Burson. The property was purchased by 
Edward and Rosemary Gruis in 1980 and 
was incorporated into Belle Isle State  
Park in 2015. It is listed on the National 
Historic Register of Historic Places and  
is a Virginia Historic Landmark. 
 
EPPING FOREST 
(677 Morattico Road (Rt. 622), Lancaster, VA) 
Mary Ball Washington (1708-1789), 
mother of George Washington, was born 
and spent her early childhood at Epping 
Forest. Her father, Colonel Joseph Ball, 
purchased this plantation, sometimes 
referred to as Forest Plantation or the 
Forest Quarter, in 1677 and built a 
residence soon after. When he was 
widowed, he married Mary Johnson. 

Colonel Ball died in 1711, and Mary’s 
mother managed her dower interest in this 
farm until her death in 1721. In 1731 
Mary Ball married Augustine Washington 
of Westmoreland County. George was the 
first child from this marriage. The present 
house encompasses 1780 and 1800 
additions, as well as the north elevation, 
which dates to 1820. The house has been 
restored to its simple elegance, typical of a 
Northern Neck plantation home. Epping 
Forest continues to be a working farm.  
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Kincheloe, owners. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BEWDLEY 
(1429 Bewdley Road, Lancaster, VA) 
The first house, built by Major Kendall 
Ball, a cousin of Mary Ball Washington, 
was purported to be the only house in  
the United States with one set of dormer 
windows above another in the early  
1700s. A century later, the first steamboats 
docked at its pier. Unfortunately, this 
structure, located adjacent to the 
Rappahannock River, burned in 1917  
after having been occupied by at least  
four generations of the Ball family. It was 
rebuilt about 10 years later by the late  
Matt P. Will of Richmond, with the help of 
Andrew Kidwell, AIA, by consulting the 
original plans and Mrs. James Kendall Ball, 
the last member of the family to inhabit 
the house. Built more than 90 years ago, 
this replica is very similar to the original 
house. The current residence is 
surrounded by more than 287 acres of 
fields and forest and has been enjoyed as  

Lancaster County, the “lower neck” or southernmost region of the Northern 
Neck, is a land of rivers, creeks and coves that feed into the Chesapeake 
Bay. It is blessed with some of the most scenic and historic vistas in the 

region. This driving tour leads visitors through the back roads of upper Lancaster 
County and features a private home at the confluence of the eastern and western 
branches of the Corrotoman River, properties located in Belle Isle State Park 
including the first floor of the Belle Isle Manor House, as well as St. Mary’s 
Whitechapel, Bewdley and Epping Forest, each with historical significance to  
the area — six locations in total. 

BEL AIR  

BELLE ISLE MANOR HOUSE

EPPING FOREST

BEWDLEY
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TOUR INFORMATION 

 
Bus and Tour Group Information: Dana Smith, dysmith@va.metrocast.net, 
(804) 438-6559. 
 
Day-of-Tour Tickets: $40 pp. Available on tour day at Tour Headquarters, 
The Visitor Center at Belle Isle State Park, St. Mary’s Whitechapel and the 
Konerding residence. 
 
Advance Tickets: $30 pp. vagardenweek.org. Available locally at The  
Dandelion in Irvington, Lancaster Virginia Historical Society in Lancaster,  
Mosaic in Callao, Dream’s Fashions in Burgess, Colonial Collectibles  
in Warsaw, and The Art of Coffee in Montross. 
 
Lunch: $15 box lunches are available by pre-order only before April 15  
and will be available at Tour Headquarters between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.  
on tour day. Prepared by Old Farm Truck. Order with Carol Hughes at 
weedarnock@yahoo.com. 
 
Refreshments: Complimentary homemade cookies and lemonade  
available at St. Mary’s Whitechapel from 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
 
Facilities: Available at Tour Headquarters and St. Mary’s Whitechapel. 
 
Parking and Shuttle to Belle Isle: Available at each location. Shuttle  
will transport visitors from Bel Air to Belle Isle Manor House. Buses can  
be accommodated at all locations. 
 
Tour Headquarters: The Visitor Center at Belle Isle State Park,  
1632 Belle Isle Road, Lancaster, VA 22503. 
 
Co-chairs 
Cathy Mecke – (313) 670-4735  
Betsy Stanley – (804) 347-3488 
 
 
PLACES OF INTEREST  
Historic Christ Church and Museum, 420 Christ Church Rd., Weems.  
A National Historic Landmark and a destination for those interested in  
architecture, Virginia history, and the Colonial period. The grounds were  
landscaped by the Garden Club of Virginia with proceeds from Historic  
Garden Week. christchurch1735.org. 
 
Stratford Hall Plantation, 483 Great House Rd., Stratford. Historic home  
of the Lees and one of the finest examples of Georgian architecture in this 
country. Also, the home of Richard Henry Lee and Francis Lightfoot Lee.  
The formal east garden was restored by the Garden Club of Virginia with  
proceeds from Historic Garden Week Tours. stratfordhall.org. 
 
George Washington’s Birthplace and National Monument, 1732 Pope’s 
Creek Rd., Colonial Beach. Preserves much of the character of the 18th  
century tobacco plantation where Washington lived until he was about 4. 
 
Lancaster Virginia Historical Society, 8346 Mary Ball Rd., Lancaster. This 
center for local history and genealogy located in the Lancaster Courthouse 
Historic District was originally named in honor of George Washington’s 
mother who was born in the county. Tour the jail, clerk’s office and Lancaster 
House, and the grounds that include a restored formal garden, herb garden 
and the original 1742 courthouse green. lancastervahistory.org. 

a summer home for five generations by 
Will family members. The families of the 
late Mr. and Mrs. Matt P. Will, owners. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ST. MARY’S WHITECHAPEL 
(5940 White Chapel Road, Lancaster, VA) 
Founded in 1669, this is one of the oldest 
churches in Virginia. Last year marked the 
350th anniversary of its founding. The 
graveyard surrounding the church is one 
of the most picturesque graveyards in  
the Northern Neck. Situated on the 
westward-facing slope of a wooded hill, 
the graveyard contains over 750 graves 
that date back well over 300 years.  The 
oldest marked grave is that of “John 
Stretchley, Gentleman”, who died in 1698. 
The site includes the resting places of 
many other notable residents of Lancaster 
County, including several members of  
the Ball family, maternal kin of George 
Washington. Probably the most famous 
“resident” is Margaret Brooke Sullavan 
Wagg, a Broadway and film actress during 
the 1930s through the 1950s who was 
nominated for an Academy Award for  
Best Actress and is possibly a distant  
Ball relative.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEW KONERDING RESIDENCE 
(9 Yankee Point Road, Lancaster, VA) 
Overlooking the Corrotoman River at  
the confluence of the western and eastern 
branches, this 3-acre property enjoys 
stunning views due to its raised elevation. 
The three-story home, built in the Low 
Country style, is surrounded with porches. 
Inside, period antiques complement 
elegant window treatments and 
upholstered furniture. Sorbet-colored  
walls provide a backdrop for the owners’ 
various collections including oyster plates, 
English watercolors and Victorian  
shell-craft boxes. An elegantly outfitted 
pool house sports tongue-and-groove  
walls and ceilings. Drs. Karsten and  
Hazle Konerding, owners. 

ST. MARY’S WHITE CHAPEL

KONERDING
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Vivian Diggs retires 
with 15 Years of 
Service

Congratulations to Vivian  
for her many years of service  

to the members of NNEC.

On Feb. 19, 2020, Vivian Diggs retired from  
Northern Neck Electric Cooperative (NNEC)  
with over 15 years of service. Vivian was hired by 

Charles Rice, Marty Mothershead and Anne Kenner on  
Oct. 4, 2004, to be a customer service representative. 

Originally from Heathsville, Vivian moved to Richmond 
when she attended VCU and studied fashion design. Her 

talents in fashion led to her win the Best Cocktail Design 
award in VCU’s Annual Spring Fashion Show. After a brief 
time working in fashion retail in Houston, Texas, she 
returned to Virginia. Vivian found a job at a major law firm 
in Richmond and later transferred to its Alexandria office. 
After getting married and living several years in the 
northern Virginia area, she and her husband returned to  
the Northern Neck to raise their young family. 

During her time at NNEC, Vivian has assisted countless 
members with their inquiries, and helped enter service 
orders for service connections, voltage checks, meter 
changes and energy audits, among other things. During 
major storms, she also helped prepare meals for NNEC 
crews, as well as any visiting crews working long hours on 
service-restoration efforts. She has also served as the co-op’s 
representative in Sponsors for Success at Cople Elementary 
School in Westmoreland County. When asked what the 
greatest change has been while at the co-op, she said, 
“Technology. It has led to the development of the website, 
Facebook page and outage maps, which have helped relay 
valuable information to members.” Reflecting on her NNEC 
career, Vivian said, “It has been a rewarding 15 years.” 

In retirement, Vivian is looking forward to spending  
time with her three grown sons: Samuel, Justin and Joshua, 
and spoiling her new granddaughter, Heaven. She also 
wants to travel both domestically and internationally, with  
a desire to one day visit Paris, France. 

Vivian will be greatly missed by everyone here at the  
co-op. Her infectious laugh and cheerful heart gave comfort 
to everyone who came into contact with her. NNEC is  
very grateful for Vivian’s many years of dedication to its 
members and wishes her all the best in her retirement. 

Energy Efficiency  
Tip of the Month
Placing hot food in the 
refrigerator makes the 
appliance work harder than 
necessary, using more energy. 
Allow food to cool down before 
you place it in the fridge. 
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Three Easy  
DIY Projects 
to Save  
Energy
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Winter weather can have a big 

impact on your energy bills, 
hitting your pockets a little 

harder than you would have liked. Now 
that spring is just around the corner,  
it’s the perfect time to tackle a few DIY 
efficiency projects for your home. The 
good news: You don’t have to be an  
energy expert to do this! 

There are several easy ways to save 
energy, but if you’re willing to take a 
hands-on approach, here are three  
projects you can do now to start saving. 

MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR 
WATER HEATER 

Let’s start with one of the easiest 
projects: insulating your water heater. 
Insulating a water heater that’s warm to  
the touch can save 7% to 16% annually  
on your water-heating bills. It should also 
be noted that if your water heater is new,  
it is likely already insulated. But if your 
water heater is warm to the touch, it  
needs additional insulation. 

You can purchase a pre-cut jacket or 
blanket for about $20. You’ll also need two 
people for this project. Before you start, 
turn off the water heater. Wrap the blanket 
around the water heater and tape it to 
temporarily keep it in place. If necessary, 
use a marker to note the areas where the 
controls are so you can cut them out. Once 
the blanket is positioned correctly, tape it 
permanently in place, then turn the water 
heater back on. If you have an electric 
water heater, do not set the thermostat 
above 130 degrees, which can cause 
overheating.  

SEAL AIR LEAKS WITH CAULK 
The average American family spends 

$2,000 annually on energy bills, but 
unfortunately, much of that money is 
wasted through air leaks in the home. 
Applying caulk around windows, doors, 
electrical wiring and plumbing can save 

energy and money. There are many 
different types of caulking compounds 
available, but the most popular choice  
is silicone. Silicone caulk is waterproof, 
flexible and won’t shrink or crack.  

Before applying new caulk, clean and 
remove any old caulk or paint with a putty 
knife, screwdriver, brush or solvent. The 
area should be dry before you apply the 
new caulk.  

Apply the caulk in one continuous 
stream and make sure it sticks to both 
sides of the crack or seam. Afterwards,  
use a putty knife to smooth out the caulk, 
then wipe the surface with a dry cloth.  

WEATHERSTRIP EXTERIOR DOORS 
One of the best ways to seal air leaks is 

to weather-strip exterior doors, which can 
keep out drafts and help you control 
energy costs. Weatherstripping materials 
vary, but you can ask your local hardware 
or home store for assistance if you’re 
unsure about the supplies you need.  

When choosing weatherstripping 
materials, make sure it can withstand 

temperature changes, friction and the 
general “wear and tear” for the location  
of the door. Keep in mind, you will need 
separate materials for the door sweep  
(at the bottom of the door) and the top 
and sides.  

Before applying the new weather 
stripping, clean the moulding with water 
and soap, then let the area dry completely. 
Measure each side of the door, then cut  
the weather stripping to fit each section. 
Make sure the weather stripping fits 
snugly against both surfaces so it 
compresses when the door is closed.  

By completing these simple efficiency 
projects, you can save energy (and 
money!) while increasing the comfort  
level of your home. And you can impress 
your family and friends with your savvy 
energy-saving skills.  

Abby Berry writes on consumer and  
cooperative affairs for the National Rural  
Electric Cooperative Association, the national 
trade association representing electric co-ops  
in Virginia, Maryland and Delaware, and  
across the country.   

by Abby Berry 

VA 8 1 1 . C O M
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On April 17, 1938, Northern Neck Electric Cooperative energized 
its first distribution line in the area. The line traversed 38 miles 
from Oak Grove in Westmoreland County to Red Hill in Richmond 
County, and brought electricity to 127 members.

MEET YOUR  
New Cooperative Employee 

Recently, W.D. Cole was  
hired as a mechanic at  
NNEC. W.D. will assist in  
the operations of the co-op’s 
garage, and perform 
maintenance, inspection and 
repair of vehicles, equipment, 
tools and facilities used by  
NNEC crews and staff. 

Get to know W.D.  
with these fun facts… 
 
Family: Shelia (wife) and Bradley (son)  
Favorite food: Prime rib  
Favorite movie: Any western  
Hobbies: Hunting and fishing  
Favorite toy as a kid: Tonka trucks   
If you could have lunch with anyone,  
who would it be: John Wayne   
If you could visit any place,  
where would you go: Montana  
Community: Cooperative Helping Hands 

Northern Neck Electric Cooperative’s (NNEC) mission is to provide safe, reliable electric service to its members.  
This service is performed by hard-working, dedicated, Cooperative employees you may speak with on the telephone, 
meet at the NNEC office or on a job site, or see out in the community.  NNEC wants you, our members, to know 
about our new employees who have joined the co-op family and are working hard to keep you better connected. 

W.D. COLE

Did You Know? 
Inquiry or Complaint Procedure  
Northern Neck Electric Cooperative has established  
a customer inquiry or complaint procedure pursuant  
to Section 56-247.1 of the Code of Virginia. This 
procedure has been adopted to ensure prompt and 
effective handling of all customer inquiries and is on  
file in the cooperative’s business office. In keeping  
with the provisions of the Code of Virginia, this notice  
is to advise that should you have a question, inquiry  
or complaint concerning Northern Neck Electric 
Cooperative service, please call 804-333-3621 or  
toll-free 1-800-243-2860 between the hours of  
8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

Northern Neck Electric Cooperative’s business  
office is located on 85 St. Johns Street in Warsaw. 
Cooperative employees who are knowledgeable  
and trained in the procedure for handling questions  
will be accessible by telephone or in person during  
the cooperative’s regular working hours (Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.). To report a  
power outage or an emergency situation (such as  
a broken utility pole or downed power line), please  
call 1-866-NNEC OUT (866-663-2688). 
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For members interested in seeing 
the development and expansion of 
renewable energy sources, NNEC 

offers a 100% Renewable Energy 
Attributes Electric Service Rider (Schedule 
RE-1). This Rider is available on a voluntary 
basis as a “companion rate” to any 
residential customer for the entire month’s 
electricity usage. After a member signs 
up for the 100% Renewable Energy 
Attributes Electric Service Rider, an 
additional charge of $0.015 per kilowatt-
hour (kWh) is added to the monthly bill. 
This is a sell-at-cost charge with no profit 
or added fee for NNEC. 

For every 1,000 kWh sold, NNEC will 
purchase a Renewable Energy Certificate 
from Old Dominion Electric Cooperative 
(ODEC). Renewable Energy Certificates 
are produced every time a renewable 
source (windmill, solar array, hydro, etc.) 
generates 1,000 kWh. At this time all 
Renewable Energy Credits offered by 
ODEC will be sourced from one or more 
of the following:  

• the Armenia Mountain Wind Farm 
in north-central Pennsylvania (Tioga 
and Bradford counties);  

• the Stony Creek Wind Farm  
in southwestern Pennsylvania 
(Somerset County); and/or  

• the Criterion Wind farm in western 
Maryland. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
You can sign up or find out more 

information by calling NNEC at 800- 
243-2860 or 804-333-3621. The 100% 
Renewable Energy Attributes Electric 
Service Rider is online and can be found 
on the NNEC Rate Schedule page 
nnec.coop/content/rate-schedule.
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Preparation and  
awareness are  
keys for farm  
electrical safety

• Start each morning by planning your 
day’s work. Know what jobs will happen 
near power lines, and have a plan to 
keep the assigned workers safe. 

• Keep yourself and equipment 10 feet 
away from power lines in all directions, 
at all times. Use a spotter when moving 
tall equipment and loads. 

• Use care when raising augers or the bed 
of a grain truck. It can be difficult to 
estimate distance and sometimes a 
power line is closer than it looks. Use  
a spotter to make certain you stay far 
away from power lines. 

• Always lower equipment extensions, 
portable augers or elevators to their 
lowest possible level, under 14 feet, 
before moving or transporting them. 
Wind, uneven ground, shifting weight 
or other conditions can cause you to 
lose control of equipment and make 
contact with power lines. 

• Be aware of increased height when 
loading and transporting larger modern 
tractors with higher antennas. 

• Never attempt to raise or move a power 
line to clear a path. If power lines near 
your property have sagged over time, 
call Northern Neck Electric Co-op and 
we will address any low aerial line. 

• Don’t use metal poles when breaking up 
bridged grain inside and around bins. 

• As in any outdoor work, be careful not 
to raise any equipment such as ladders, 
poles or rods into power lines. 
Remember, non-metallic materials such 
as lumber, tree limbs, tires, ropes and 
hay will conduct electricity depending 
on dampness, dust and dirt contamination. 

• Use qualified electricians for work on 
drying equipment and other farm 
electrical systems. 

• If you are on farming equipment that 
makes contact with a power line, do not 
exit the equipment. When you step off 
the equipment, you become the 
electricity’s path to ground and receive a 
potentially fatal shock. Wait until utility 
workers have de-energized the line and 
confirmed that it is safe for you to exit 
the vehicle. If the vehicle is on fire and 
you must exit, jump clear of the vehicle 
with both feet together. Hop as far from 
the vehicle as you can with your feet 
together. Keep your feet together to 
prevent current flow through your body, 
which could be deadly. 
 
Electrical work around the farm can 

also pose hazards. Often the need for an 
electrical repair comes at a time when a 
farmer has been working long hours and  
is fatigued. At such times, it’s best to step 
back and wait until you’ve rested. 

For more information on electrical 
safety, visit safeelectricity.org 

Farming is among the more dangerous occupations for several reasons, especially when 
equipment has the potential to encounter electrical hazards. Before taking to the fields, 
the Safe Electricity program urges farm workers to be aware of overhead power lines 

and to keep equipment and extensions far away from them. 
Safe Electricity encourages farm managers to share this information with their families  

and workers to keep them safe from farm-related electrical accidents.

NNEC offers renewable 

Energy Credits

Ready to Go Green? 
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