
Northern Neck Electric
Cooperative News

I Am My Brother’s Keeper

Northern Neck Electric Cooperative
(NNEC) had a crew of six linemen
volunteer to head to North Carolina

to help restore power after Hurricane
Florence. On Sept. 14, eastern North
Carolina was battered with hurricane-force
winds and over 2 feet of rain as the storm
made landfall and then stalled over the
area. Some of the hardest-hit regions were
near Wilmington and Morehead City,
North Carolina, as several hundreds of
thousands of people were left without
power following the storm.

In the early-morning hours of Sept. 16,
Will Schools, Blaine Swann, Davin Brann,
Martin Pinon, Shawn Coates and Joey Gay
headed to Carteret-Craven Electric
Cooperative (CCEC) near Morehead City

to help with its power-restoration efforts.
CCEC serves approximately 40,000
members in eastern North Carolina, but
every member had lost power after
Hurricane Florence.

Hearing of the NNEC linemen’s
willingness to help people in North
Carolina, children at a local daycare center
sent notes to the Co-op containing well-
wishes for the crew and their safe travels.
Messages from people in North Carolina
were also sent through social media,
thanking the NNEC crew for helping
restore power. Julie King, a member of
CCEC said, “This was an outstanding crew
of great guys! We here in eastern North

Carolina certainly appreciated their hard
work, especially in our neck of the woods.
May they stay safe, and it was an absolute
pleasure meeting them.”

The NNEC crew joined forces with
other linemen and right-of-way crews from
Alabama, Tennessee and North Carolina to
help CCEC restore power to its members.
“Helping each other in times of need is a
true reflection of the cooperative spirit,”
said Greg White, president and CEO of
NNEC. “Whether it’s a hurricane, winter
storm or other disasters, our Cooperative
line crews always stand ready to help
wherever they are needed, to get the lights
back on as quickly and safely as possible.”

Hurricane Florence crew: (L-R) Will Schools, Blaine Swann, Davin Brann, Martin Pinon, Shawn
Coates and Joey Gay. From top left: Greg White speaks with the NNEC crew before they
leave for North Carolina. Notes from children at a local daycare center.
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Holiday Office Closings
The offices of Northern Neck Electric
Cooperative will be closed for the 
following holidays:

Thanksgiving – Thursday, Nov. 22, and
Friday, Nov. 23

Christmas – Monday, Dec. 24, and 
Tuesday, Dec. 25 

New Year’s Day – Tuesday, Jan. 1

As always, if you experience a power outage,
NNEC can be reached 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week, by dialing 1-866-663-2688. Please
have a safe and happy holiday season.
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NORTHERN NECK
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

85 St. Johns Street
P.O. Box 288

Warsaw, VA 22572-0288
804-333-3621 • 1-800-243-2860

nnec.coop

Office Hours: M-F, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

President & CEO
Greg W. White

Local Pages Editor
Jay Garner

Northern Neck Electric Cooperative is an
equal opportunity provider and employer.

Touch-A-Truck Benefits
‘Helping Hands’

The Cooperative Helping Hands Association hosted its 2nd annual Touch-A-Truck
fundraiser event on Saturday, Sept. 22. The weather was perfect for this family-
friendly event held at Northern Neck Electric Cooperative’s (NNEC) warehouse

facility located between Hamilton Boulevard and the Route 3 Bypass in Warsaw. The
children enjoyed the bounce house and inflatable slide, exploring the various vehicles and
equipment on display, and having their faces painted. Great concessions, such as hot dogs,
hamburgers, chips, drinks and snow cones, were available to purchase throughout the
afternoon. Also, many attendees, both young and old, enjoyed taking their best shot at the
dunking booth.

The Cooperative Helping Hands Association is the fundraising organization created by
the employees of NNEC to support our community. In addition to the Touch-A-Truck
event, Cooperative Helping Hands hosts a variety of fundraisers throughout the year such
as bake sales and its annual golf tournament. All funds collected from these events are given
to charities in our area.

The members of the Cooperative Helping Hands Association
would like to extend sincere thanks to the sponsors and participants
listed on the next page who helped with this great event.



2019 VMDAEC
Education Scholarships

Any high school or home-school senior
graduating in the spring of 2019, and
whose primary residence is served by
Northern Neck Electric Cooperative
(NNEC), is eligible to apply for a $1,000
scholarship to be applied to a two- or four-
year college or trade school. The online
application is posted at vmdaec.com and
co-opliving.com/community/scholarship.htm.
The deadline to apply is Friday, Feb. 8, 2019.

Scholarships are awarded by the Virginia,
Maryland & Delaware Association of
Electric Cooperatives’ (VMDAEC)
Education Scholarship Foundation. An
applicant must be entering his or her first
semester at a post-secondary or technical/
trade school in the fall of 2019 and
scholarship funds must be used towards
tuition, student fees, room and board or
textbooks. The application will be open
starting on Nov. 1, 2018.

Please note that to be considered
complete, SAT and/or ACT scores MUST
come directly on an official College Board
report and be uploaded into our
application system. This information can be
found on collegeboard.org and the ACT
report can be found on act.org. Scores
listed on transcripts do not qualify. If a
student has taken the SAT more than once,
he/she may take the best score from each
test (“Super Score”), but both tests must be
submitted in the package to qualify.

The Scholarship Foundation’s board of
directors will select recipients based on
criteria including financial need, academic
achievement and a student’s personal
statement. Successful applicants will be
notified no later than May 31, 2019.

Since its inception in 2000, the
Foundation has awarded 683 scholarships
totaling $582,500. Donations to this
program are welcome and are tax-
deductible. Questions about donations 
and the application process should be
directed to Sam Brumberg via email at
scholarship@vmdaec.com.

VMDAEC is the trade association for
NNEC and the 14 other not-for-profit
electric distribution cooperatives serving
the Mid-Atlantic region. It is based in Glen
Allen, Virginia, and provides safety and
employee training, governmental relations
and legislative and communications
services, including the publishing of
Cooperative Living magazine, for its
member co-ops. 
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Sponsors:
Napier Utilities Construction LLC
Harrington Industries
Precision Glass &More, LLC
Northern Neck Electric Cooperative
RT’sMidway Entertainment
Richmond County Little League

Vehicles & Equipment:
Richmond County Volunteer

Fire Department
Fairfields Volunteer Fire Department
Callao Volunteer Fire Department
Napier Utilities Construction LLC
James River Equipment – Tappahannock

Northern Neck Chevrolet
Westmoreland County Sheriff’s Office
Mundie Farms – Paul Newman
Richmond County Sheriff’s Office
Richmond County Rescue Squad/EMS
Warsaw Police Department
Virginia State Police
VirginiaMarine Police
Northern Neck Electric Cooperative
Bay Transit
Commonwealth Assisted Living
Virginia Department of Forestry
Butch Self
Nancy Jones

Dunk Tank Participants:
GregWhite – CEO of Northern Neck

Electric Cooperative
Lee Capps – director of planning &

economic development for
town ofWarsaw

Jack Kram – volunteer

Other Volunteers (Admission,
Concessions, Parking & Inflatables):
DaphneWinebarger
HankMillward
Anne Garner
Kenny Dunaway
Lauren Barrack

Northern Neck Electric Cooperative
SCHOLARSHIP

Northern Neck Electric Cooperative (NNEC) is offering a scholarship

through Rappahannock Community College’s (RCC) Educational

Foundation, Inc., to assist students in the pursuit of higher education

during the upcoming 2019-2020 academic year. The $1,500 scholarship will be

awarded to a student living at a primary residence served by NNEC and who

possesses at least a 2.0 GPA. The scholarship is available to any high school

graduate, GED recipient, or continuing college student attending RCC and can 

be used to cover tuition, fees and books. Greg White, president and CEO of

NNEC, stated, “The Cooperative is excited to make an investment in the future

development of our community by financially helping RCC students achieve their

academic goals. This scholarship opportunity reinforces two cooperative principles

for NNEC: education and concern for community.”

To apply for this scholarship, you may visit RCC’s scholarship website at

rappahannock.edu/foundation/scholarships and submit an online application.



Give the gift of light with a Northern
Neck Electric Cooperative (NNEC)
electric gift certificate. It’s a great

way to get into the true spirit of the holiday
season! It makes the ideal gift for any
NNEC consumer.

Electric gift certificates are
available in even-dollar
amounts of $5 or more. You
decide the amount you want to
give. In return, we will credit 
the recipient’s account 
and prepare a certificate that
we will either mail to the gift
recipient or send directly to
you for personal giving. The
certificate tells the recipient the
exact amount to expect as a
credit on his/her electric bill.

If you wish to order more
than one gift certificate, print

your name, address and telephone number
on a separate sheet of paper. Include the
recipient’s name, address and NNEC
account number (if known), and specify
where you want us to send the certificate.

NNEC ELECTRIC GIFT CERTIFICATE
(Please Print)

Recipient’s Name ___________________________ Your Name__________________________________

Address ___________________________________ Address ____________________________________

City, State, Zip______________________________ City, State, Zip_______________________________

Amount of Gift _____________________________ Phone No. __________________________________

Account No., if known_______________________ Signature ___________________________________

___ Mail certificate to me    ___ Mail certificate to recipient    ___ I wish to remain anonymous

Orders for NNEC gift
certificates must be
received in our office
by Dec. 14, 2018.

Give an electric gift certificate this holiday season
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Need Weatherization Assistance?

Northern Neck Electric Co-op is always looking for ways to promote energy efficiency
to help its members save energy and money. The Weatherization Assistance
Program is a great option for qualifying members who want to obtain better energy

efficiency in their homes but may not be able to afford it on their own. 
The Weatherization Assistance Program is funded by the U.S. Department of Energy

through grants to the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development, and
then distributed to weatherization agencies throughout the state. The agencies can help
qualifying homeowners or renters, with the inspection and installation of energy-saving
measures, such as:

• Sealing air leaks with insulation, caulking and weather-stripping;

• Minor roof repair;

• Repairing leaky duct systems;

• Attic and/or wall insulation;

• Inspection of heating/cooling equipment (possible replacement if warranted); 

• Installing energy-efficient lighting.

For a list of all weatherization measures available, contact the agency serving your
county. Below is a list of weatherization-assistance providers for the counties in our area,
along with their contact information:

Northumberland, Lancaster, Westmoreland, King George or Richmond counties
Bay Aging (804-758-1260) bayaging.org

Stafford County
Community Housing Partners  (540-382-2002)
communityhousingpartners.org/312/weatherization.html

If you are interested in weatherization assistance, contact your county’s agency and ask
for an application to be sent to you. If you qualify, the weatherization agency will schedule
an energy audit of your home to help identify the best energy-saving measures. Once
approved, the work will be provided at no cost to you.
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As winter approaches, it’s time to ...
Conserve Energy Between 
6 a.m. and 9 a.m.

NNEC pays a monthly demand charge
based on peak energy use. By limiting the
amount of power purchased during these
“peak” high-priced energy periods, the
Cooperative can reduce its total power
costs and minimize future increases in its
energy charge to you.

The “Beat the Peak” message will be
activated when electric usage and demand
for power are very high. The message will
request you, our members, to help us
“Beat the Peak” between the hours of 
6 a.m. and 9 a.m. by:

• Lowering your thermostat by 
3 degrees; 

• Delaying major appliance usage such
as clothes washers and dryers; and 

• Delaying hot water usage from 6 a.m.
to 9 a.m.

You will receive a “Beat the Peak” message on radio stations, Facebook, Twitter and 
emails to those members who have provided their addresses.

WE NEED YOUR HELP. Together we can “Beat the Peak” by using our electricity
resources wisely. Sign up for NNEC’s “Beat the Peak” alert notification by accessing your
account online at myaccount.nnec.coop/oscp and sign up.

Please visit our website at nnec.coop for information on the “Beat the Peak” energy
program and tips for conserving energy on the Energy Conservation link. Thank you for
helping us “Beat the Peak.”

WATCH
WATTS
your Cooking Up Holiday Energy Savings

by Anne Prince

For many of us, the best holidays involve home-cooked meals
and wonderful aromas of turkey, stuffing and baked goods
wafting throughout the house. It means a busy kitchen and 

a bustling house full of family and friends. If this rings true for you,
despite the increased kitchen activity, you still have an opportunity to
save energy during the holidays.

Cut Carbs (Carbon) Painlessly
In addition to being the “heart of your home,” your kitchen could

pump savings back into your wallet. According to the Department of
Energy, cooking accounts for 4.5 percent of total energy use in U.S.
homes. This number, combined with the energy use associated with
refrigeration, dishwashing and hot water heating means that as much
as 15 percent of the energy in the average American home is used in
the kitchen. So, saving energy here can have a significant impact on
your household budget.

For example, when preparing side dishes, baked goods, soups and
such, consider using small appliances like a slow cooker, toaster oven,
microwave or warming plate instead of your conventional oven or
stovetop. These small appliances are a smart, energy-saving
alternative, typically using about half the energy of a stove.  

Seal in Efficiency
When using your oven, don’t peek! Opening the oven door can

lower the temperature by as much as 25 degrees and causes your
stove to work harder (consuming more energy) to return to the desired
cooking temperature. If your recipe calls for baking the dish more than
an hour, it is not necessary to preheat the oven. If your oven is electric,

you can likely turn the oven off for the last five to 10 minutes of
cooking and allow the residual heat to complete the job. Clean
burners and reflectors increase efficiency and offer better heating, so
don’t neglect this small but important task.

Just as keeping the oven door closed seals in efficiency and enables
the stove to operate more economically, the same rules apply to the
refrigerator and freezer. Keep the doors closed as much as possible so
cold air doesn’t escape. However, leaving the door open for a longer
period of time while you load groceries or remove items you need is
more efficient than opening and closing it several times. 

If you are entertaining a large group, you may be able to give your
furnace a brief holiday. When your oven is working hard and you have
a house full of guests, the heat from the stove and the guests will keep
your house comfortable, enabling you to turn down the thermostat. 

Clean Up with Energy Savings
When it’s time to clean up, extend fellowship to the kitchen, and

wash and dry dirty dishes by hand. This uses less energy than a
dishwasher. However, don’t leave the water running continuously or
you will waste energy. If you do use the dishwasher and rinse dishes
before loading them, use cold water. Run the dishwasher with full
loads only, and if possible, use the energy-saving cycle. Note that
dishwashers that have overnight or air power-dry settings can save up
to 10 percent of your dishwashing energy costs. 

By adapting these efficient practices in your kitchen, energy savings
will be one more thing to be thankful for this holiday season. 

Anne Prince writes on consumer and cooperative affairs for the National
Rural Electric Cooperative Association.
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