
On Thursday, Aug. 2, a large crowd of approximately 700 members
gathered at Northumberland High School for Northern Neck
Electric Cooperative’s (NNEC) 81st Annual Meeting. Before the

business meeting, members enjoyed a delicious meal with fried chicken,
Carolina-style barbeque, Brunswick stew, cole slaw, and peach cobbler.

After dinner, members visited with the many vendors as they made their way to the
auditorium. The vendor displays featured a wide variety of offerings, from energy-efficiency
information to health screenings.
At 7 p.m., Board Chair Steve Thomas called the business meeting to order. Board

member Rusty Brown gave an invocation and the Northumberland JROTC presented our
nation’s colors for the National Anthem. Grady Jordan of Boy Scout Troop 250 then led
everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Board Secretary/Treasurer Ralph Sutton presented the financial report. He stated that

even though the Co-op ended 2017 with a negative operating margin, additional interest
income and noncash capital credit allocations from Old
Dominion Electric Cooperative (ODEC) and others, resulted in
net margins for NNEC of $789,789. Also, the new base rates
implemented in January 2018 will help NNEC maintain its
financial integrity this year, and hopefully for many years to
come, which is what members are accustomed to and expect.
President and CEO Greg White shared his remarks with the

crowd, highlighting a variety of topics from the past year. He
began by speaking of the widespread damage experienced
during the Friday, March 2, windstorm (Winter Storm Riley).
Over half of NNEC’s members lost power at some point during
the windstorm, and crews from Georgia and Kentucky, along

From top: Members enjoy 
a delicious meal before the
business meeting. President
& CEO Greg White presents
his report to the members.
Board Chair Steve Thomas
presides over the meeting
as Boy Scout Grady Jordan leads members
in the Pledge of Allegiance. Secretary/
Treasurer Ralph Sutton gives the financial
report. Below, from left: Members visit 
with the many vendors on hand and the
Northumberland JROTC present our
nation’s colors for the National Anthem.
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ANNUAL MEETING PRIZES
DONATED BY VENDORS:

Bourne & Sons Inc. — Bucket/
cleaning supplies

United Utility Supply Corp — $25 Lowe’s
gift card

SEDC — Five $50 Walmart gift cards
PowerTech — Cuisinart stainless steel 

4-slice toaster
National Transformer Sales — Two $25

Applebee’s gift cards
Transformer Maintenance & Service Inc.

— Four $50 MasterCard gift cards
Altec Industries — $50 Lowe’s gift card;

two $25 Lowe’s gift cards
Graybar — $25 Lowe’s gift card
Utility Service Agency Inc. — Mag-Lite

flashlight
Special Fleet Service Inc. — Two Crockpots
Irby — Keurig coffee maker
Anixter — Weber grill
Koppers Utility & Industrial Products —

$35 Walmart gift card
Southern Partners — $50 Walmart 

VISA card
Asplundh — Two $50 VISA gift cards
McFarland Cascade — Four $25

Walmart gift cards
SC360 Cleaning Service — $50 VISA gift

card; four coasters; two pens
Barbour Printing Services Inc. — Two sets

of 50 personalized Christmas cards
Utility Lines, Inc. — Two $25 Lowe’s 

gift cards
Napier — Cordless rechargeable

inflater; two hats
Wesco — $50 VISA gift card
Believers Lawn & Landscaping — Dog

care basket/bowls, food, toys
Otis & Sheila Chestnut — Three $100

Rite Aid gift cards
ODEC — Two sets of bag/umbrella/

light bulbs
Terex — Six hats; toy truck
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with our right-of-way contractors,
responded to NNEC’s call for help in
restoration efforts. With the assistance
from these parties, power was restored to
all members by March 4.
White reported that ODEC’s Wildcat

Point gas-fired power plant in Maryland is
now on line and running very well. He
said, “Wildcat Point has been called on to
operate almost 80 percent of the hours of
the day over the past two months,
generating energy at less than 2 cents per
kWh when it is operating in its high-
efficiency combined-cycle mode.”
Additionally, he stated, “With Wildcat
Point now in operation, ODEC will be able
to generate over 80 percent of its own
power in coming years.”
Next, he discussed NNEC’s Community

Solar Pilot Program, which will provide
blocks of renewable energy for purchase.
The blocks of energy are the result of
ODEC purchasing offtake renewable
power from solar farms in Clarke and
Northampton counties. White advised,
“The price of community solar energy is
not cheaper than our normal supply
service, but it may be less expensive than
owning and maintaining solar panels on
your roof.”
White also gave an update on NNEC’s

broadband-feasibility study. He reported

the first phase of the study has been
completed and found that a stand-alone
fiber-to-the-home broadband project by
the Co-op would not pay for itself and 
was therefore not feasible. NNEC is now
studying if it is feasible to join with other
entities, such as fixed wireless, in order to
economically reach members with
broadband. White said, “It is my hope that 
I will be reporting to you next year on 
how we are partnering with others and
helping to make broadband available to 
all members.”
Lastly, White congratulated Abby Kiss

and Lizzie Swann on winning scholarships
from the Virginia, Maryland & Delaware
Association of Electric Cooperatives. He
also applauded NNEC’s Blaine Swann, Will
Schools and Davin Brann on winning at
this year’s Gaff-n-Go Lineman’s Rodeo.
Cooperative attorney Fleet Dillard

presided over the Board of Directors’
election. With more than 600 members
voting in person or by proxy, Wayne
Saunders, Steve Thomas and Holly Wargo
were elected to three-year terms.
The meeting ended with drawings for

door prizes, gift cards and bill credits. This
year’s grand-prize winners were Willard
Bowen ($100 bill credit), William Howard
Thomas ($200 bill credit) and Frances
Lewis ($300 bill credit).

Above, from left: NNEC employees
Bill Clark (left) and Rich Steensma
greet NNEC member Florence
Mothershead. Delegate Margaret
Ransone (right) speaks with NNEC
member Helen Mitchell. NNEC
employees register approximately
700 members. Left: NNEC President
and CEO Greg White congratulates
the grand-prize winners Mary
Katherine Thomas (left) for winning
the $200 bill credit and Frances Lewis
for winning the $300 bill credit. Not
pictured: Willard Bowen — $100 bill
credit winner. All photos by Mary
Howell of VMDAEC and Steve Smith
of NNEC.
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New NNEC Board Officers

Northern Neck Electric Cooperative’s
(NNEC) Board of Directors
announced that Hunter R.

Greenlaw, Jr., from Stafford County has
been elected Board chairman, succeeding
Steve Thomas of Northumberland County.
Also, Russell G. “Rusty” Brown of
Richmond County has been elected as
vice-chairman, succeeding Greenlaw.
Ralph E. Sutton of King George County
remains as secretary-treasurer of the
NNEC Board.
Greenlaw has been a member of the

NNEC Board of Directors since 1979 and
vice-chairman since 1995. He is the
president of GLMG, Inc. General Contractors
in Fredericksburg, and is one of two
NNEC representatives on the board of
directors of Old Dominion Electric
Cooperative (ODEC), NNEC’s wholesale
power supplier. Greenlaw also serves as
board chairman of Regional Headquarters,
Inc., which owns the building outside
Richmond that houses the offices of both
ODEC and of the Virginia, Maryland &
Delaware Association of Electric
Cooperatives (VMDAEC). VMDAEC is a
regional association for electric cooperatives.
Greenlaw stated, “I am very honored to

be elected Board chairman and want
to thank Steve Thomas for his many
years of dedication and leadership as
NNEC chairman. I will continue to
build upon Steve’s great legacy here at 
the Co-op as we forge ahead. I look
forward to carrying on his vision of service
with the Board, NNEC staff and our
members, to ensure our local, member-
owned electric cooperative continues to be
an excellent provider of safe and reliable
electricity to the Northern Neck.”
New Vice-Chairman Brown was elected

to the NNEC Board in 1992. He serves as
Northern Neck region president for 
Union Bank & Trust. Since 2016, he has
represented NNEC on the board of
directors of VMDAEC. In addition, Brown
serves on the board of directors of CoBank,
a nationwide bank based in Denver.
Secretary-Treasurer Sutton was elected

to the NNEC Board in 1998. He worked in
public accounting for 49 years and has
been a member of a grain-farming operation
since 1976. He also serves as a member of
the VMDAEC’s Awards Committee.
Thomas served as NNEC Board

chairman for 32 years and will continue to
represent Northumberland County on the

NNEC Board. Prior to Rusty Brown,
Thomas was a NNEC representative for
many years on the VMDAEC board,
including serving a term as board
chairman from 1991-’93. In other
leadership roles with the VMDAEC, he
chaired its Finance Committee and was 
a member of its Nominating Committee.
Thomas’ long record of distinguished
service was recognized when he was
presented in 1998 with VMDAEC’s 
highest honor, the Electric Cooperative
Leadership Award.
The NNEC Board of Directors consists

of Russell G. Brown from Richmond County;
Hunter R. Greenlaw, Jr., from Stafford; A.
Wayne Saunders from Lancaster; Ralph E.
Sutton from King George; J. Steve Thomas,
Sr., from Northumberland; Holly L. Wargo
from Westmoreland; and James A. Wise
from Westmoreland.

L-R: Board Chairman Hunter Greenlaw, 
Vice-Chairman Rusty Brown, 
Secretary-Treasurer Ralph Sutton.

’Tis the Season for Festivals

Fall is the time of year that marks the
end of the growing season and the
celebration of a successful harvest.

Many of the towns in the Northern Neck
hold festivals in October as a way of
celebrating bountiful harvests, great
friends, family and community. No matter
where you live in the area, there is
something going on near you. If you are
looking for a fun outing, here are some
great weekend events.

In Westmoreland County, the Montross
Fall Festival will be on Oct. 6. There will be
craft and food vendors, baby contests and
a grand parade through town at 2 p.m. For

more information, visit visitmontross.com/
fall-festival.

The Colonial Beach Fall Festival will
take place on Oct. 27. It will be a day full 
of fun for the whole family! Vendor tents,
games, kids’ crafts, pony rides, bounce
houses, Trunk or Treat at 4 p.m., and a
decorated golf cart parade at 5 p.m. For
more information, visit colonial-beach-
virginia-attractions.com/fall-festival.html.

In Richmond County, Warsaw Fest will
be held on Oct. 12-13. Come out on
Friday evening, Oct. 12, to the Warsaw
Town Park for Family Fun Night, followed
by a full day of activities on Saturday, 
Oct. 13. There will be a Car & Truck Show,
kids’ zone, food vendors, baby & beauty
contest, a Fireman’s Parade through town
at 12 p.m., and Oktoberfest from 
5-10 p.m. For more information, visit
wrccoc.com/warsaw-fest.

In King George County, the 60th Annual
King George Fall Festival happens on
Oct. 13-14. Those attending will see craft
and vendor displays, inflatables, games,

and a parade through downtown King
George at 11 a.m. For more information,
visit kgfallfestival.com.

In Stafford County, the Stafford County
Fair runs Oct. 18-21. Come out for carnival
attractions, vendors, music, animals, car
shows, and antique tractors at its new
location in Celebrate Virginia North, Route
17 in Stafford. To learn more about the fair,
visit staffordfair.com.

In Lancaster County, the Bay Seafood
Festival will be held on Oct. 20. The KIWS
Rotary Club organizes and executes this 
all-you-can-eat buffet, including numerous
varieties of seafood, side dishes and
beverages, as well as live dance music. The
proceeds from the festival go to benefit
local charitable organizations. For more
information, visit kiwsrotary.com/index.html.

In Northumberland County, the
Northern Neck Farm Museum Fall Festival
will take place on Oct. 27. This family-
friendly event includes kids’ activities,
antique farm equipment, and the
museum’s famous corn maze. For more
information, visit facebook.com/Northern-
Neck-Farm-Museum-113866688628733.



Filter Easy allows you to order HVAC filters and have them delivered directly
to your doorstep. With Filter Easy’s automatic delivery, you will receive new
filters on a regularly scheduled basis, which can be a helpful reminder that it is
time to replace old HVAC filters. You don’t have to remember filter sizes or
when your filters were last changed, Filter Easy does it for you.

2019 VMDAEC
Education Scholarships

Any high school or home-school senior
graduating in the spring of 2019, and
whose primary residence is served by
Northern Neck Electric Cooperative
(NNEC), is eligible to apply for a $1,000
scholarship to be applied to a two- or four-
year college or trade school. The online
application is posted at vmdaec.com and
co-opliving.com/community/scholarship.htm.
The deadline to apply is Friday, Feb. 8, 2019.

Scholarships are awarded by the Virginia,
Maryland & Delaware Association of
Electric Cooperatives’ (VMDAEC)
Education Scholarship Foundation. An
applicant must be entering his or her first
semester at a post-secondary or technical/
trade school in the fall of 2019 and
scholarship funds must be used towards
tuition, student fees, room and board or
textbooks. The application will be open
starting on Nov. 1, 2018.

Please note that to be considered
complete, SAT and/or ACT scores MUST
come directly on an official College Board
report and be uploaded into our
application system. This information can be
found on collegeboard.org and the ACT
report can be found on act.org. Scores
listed on transcripts do not qualify. If a
student has taken the SAT more than once,
he/she may take the best score from each
test (“Super Score”), but both tests must be
submitted in the package to qualify.

The Scholarship Foundation’s board of
directors will select recipients based on
criteria including financial need, academic
achievement and a student’s personal
statement. Successful applicants will be
notified no later than May 31, 2019.

Since its inception in 2000, the
Foundation has awarded 683 scholarships
totaling $582,500. Donations to this
program are welcome and are tax-
deductible. Questions about donations 
and the application process should be
directed to Sam Brumberg via email at
scholarship@vmdaec.com.

VMDAEC is the trade association for
NNEC and the 14 other not-for-profit
electric distribution cooperatives serving
the Mid-Atlantic region. It is based in Glen
Allen, Virginia, and provides safety and
employee training, governmental relations
and legislative and communications
services, including the publishing of
Cooperative Living magazine, for its
member co-ops. 

nnec.coop October 2018 | Cooperative Living | 21

Save money and energy with
CREE LED light bulbs.

Northern Neck Electric Cooperative (NNEC) is always looking for ways to help
members save on energy usage. Sometimes the smallest change can make the
biggest difference! A great first step towards energy conservation and savings is
replacing incandescent and CFL bulbs with new LED light bulbs. LED bulbs give off
great lighting in a room, last for years, and the best part, they only use a fraction of
the electricity!

To help our members, NNEC has partnered with CREE Lighting and
1000bulbs.com to offer a special deal on top-quality CREE LED light bulbs for a
reduced price. Members can receive a 4-pack of CREE 60-watt-equivalent LED
bulbs for the low price of $9.97 per pack (plus shipping), or a 3-pack of CREE 
65-watt-equivalent reflector BR30 LED bulbs for $17.47 per pack (plus shipping).
For this promotion, NNEC members can order up to five total packs of CREE bulbs
for their home or business. Both bulbs are completely dimmable and designed to
last up to 22 years.

To take advantage of this offer, you must be a member of NNEC and use the
“My Account” web portal or the NNEC mobile app to order your bulbs. For more
information, visit: nnec.coop/content/cree-led-light-bulbs.
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Clean filters can help
to prevent expensive
HVAC repairs, remove
toxins from your home,
and help to lower your
energy bill.

For more information, 
go to filtereasy.com or
nnec.coop/content/
energy-conservation.
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Levelized Payment Plan
Available to Residential and Seasonal Residential Accounts ONLY

I hereby make application for the Levelized Payment Plan:

Member name as it appears on the bill: ___________________________________________________________

Service address: ______________________________________________________________________________

Billing address (if different): ____________________________________________________________________

Telephone number at service location:____________________________________________________________

Account # of account(s) to be included in the program: _____________________________________________

Member signature:_______________________________________________  Date: _______________________

Would your monthly budget be easier to keep on track with the stability of

NNEC’s levelized payment plan? By spreading out your energy costs over the year,

you pay close to the same amount on your power bill each month. Imagine the

ease you’ll enjoy when planning your budget without worrying about drastic

changes in your bill, even in the very cold of winter or hot months of summer.

When levelizing the amount over the year, you pay for slightly more power than is

actually used during milder weather. During the winter and summer months you

pay for slightly less power than you are using. 

It’s a FREE service and here’s how it works. Each month, NNEC will average your

actual billing for the current month with the previous 11 months. Your bill will vary

slightly from month to month, but this “rolling average” evens out extreme highs

and lows.

You’ll continue to receive a monthly bill. The bill will show your kilowatt-hour

consumption and the levelized bill amount that is due. It must be paid just the

same as a regular bill — on or before the late payment date.

Balance out your life — or at least one small part of it — by signing up for

levelized payments today. Simply fill out the coupon below and return it with your electric service payment, or call us at 

1-800-243-2860 or 333-3621.

* You must have been an NNEC customer for the past 12 months to sign up for this program. The account must have a $0 balance at sign-up and
have and maintain a satisfactory credit rating with the Cooperative. The Cooperative reserves the right to remove from the plan any account that
does not pay the amount due on or before the late-payment penalty application date. Levelized bill payments are determined for your particular
residence and are not transferable. When service is terminated at one location, we close the levelized bill account and render a final bill.

Sign up for NNEC’s 
Levelized Payment Plan today!
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Go Paperless to receive your bill online (email notification when
your bill is available for viewing on My Account) to:

• Pay your bill online;

• Receive your bill two or three days sooner than through the mail;

• Have the bill sent to a second email address;

• Eliminate clutter, save paper and the expense of postage; and

• View your bill anywhere you receive email with a computer,
tablet or smartphone.

SAMPLE EMAIL:
Dear Valued Customer,

Your online bill is now available. 
To view the bill and/or make a payment toward your account,

click here.
If your browser does not display an active link above, you can

select the following URL, copy it, paste it into your browser’s
address field, and then press Enter to access your bill:
https://myaccount.nnec.coop/oscp/

We appreciate your participation in this service; however, if you
should choose not to continue, please login to your account to
change your e-bill setting.

Northern Neck Electric Cooperative
(804) 333-3621 - Customer Service
(800) 243-2860 - Toll Free

Tired of Writing Checks? HALLOWEEN SAFETY TIPS
Walk Safely
• Cross the street at corners, using traffic signals and crosswalks.
• Look left, right and left again when crossing and keep looking
as you cross. 

• Put electronic devices down, and keep heads up and walk,
don’t run, across the street.

• Teach children to make eye contact with drivers before
crossing in front of them.

• Always walk on sidewalks or paths. If there are no sidewalks,
walk facing traffic as far to the left as possible. Children should
walk on direct routes with the fewest street crossings.

• Watch for cars that are turning or backing up. Teach children
to never dart out into the street or cross between parked cars.

Trick or Treat With an Adult
• Children under the age of 12 should not be alone at night
without adult supervision. If kids are mature enough to be out
without supervision, they should stick to familiar areas that are
well lit and trick or treat in groups.

Keep Costumes Both Creative and Safe
• Decorate costumes and bags with reflective tape or stickers
and, if possible, choose light colors.

• Choose face paint and makeup whenever possible instead of
masks, which can obstruct a child’s vision.
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Many people know the Northern
Neck is full of history. Among
other things, it is the birthplace 

of three U.S. presidents — George
Washington, James Madison and James
Monroe — and two brothers who signed
the Declaration of Independence —
Richard Henry Lee and Francis “Lightfoot”
Lee. Historians have long called the
Northern Neck the “Athens of the New
World” given its contribution of men and
ideas that helped establish and shape our
country. Now, it seems Abraham Lincoln
has a connection to the area as well.
Recently, Lincoln research historian

Paul Verduin met with Diane Franklin and
NNEC member
Keith Hanks at the
Richmond County
Courthouse in
Warsaw. During
his visit, Verduin
informed Diane
and Keith that new
mitochondrial
DNA evidence
discovered by the
Texas-based firm
Gene by Gene Ltd.
for the Nancy
Hanks Lincoln
mtDNA Study,
supports the claim
that Abraham
Lincoln is related
to the local 
Hanks family of
Richmond County.
Mitochondrial DNA is linked from

generation to generation by a mother
passing it to her daughters — as sons do
not pass on this gene. Over several years,
the Nancy Hanks Lincoln mtDNA Study
analyzed biological information from
female descendants of Sarah Hanks, Lucy
Hanks, and Ann Lee Hanks. They have
now concluded that Nancy Hanks Lincoln
— Abraham Lincoln’s mother — was the
daughter of Lucy Hanks Sparrow, and
Lucy was the daughter of Ann Lee Hanks
of Richmond County, Virginia.
Verduin is nationally known for his

research on Lincoln. He is a former editor
of the The Lincolnian, a bi-monthly
newsletter for the Lincoln Group, and a

past executive officer within
the Abraham Lincoln
Institute of the Mid-Atlantic.
Diane Franklin and Keith
Hanks are cousins within
the local Hanks family and
have had an interest in their
ancestry since 1980 when 
an elderly Hanks family
member told them they were
related to Abraham Lincoln.
For more than 150 years,

historians have been
debating the lineage of

Abraham Lincoln’s mother. To better
understand how Lincoln became such a
great leader, there has been a desire to find
out more about who shaped his opinions.
After his assassination, public interest grew
regarding his mother because Lincoln had
said, “All that I am, or ever hope to be, I
owe to my mother.” He also stated in his
1860 presidential autobiography letter that
his mother was Nancy Hanks, she was
born in Virginia, and she was related to
Hanks family members living in Illinois.
Subsequently, presidential biographers in
the 1860s interviewed Illinois residents
Dennis Hanks and John Hanks to find out
more information. Both men indicated that
Nancy was part of the Hanks family

originally from “old Virginia — along the
Rappahannock River.” Now DNA evidence
has helped to justify these stories and
connect Lincoln’s family tree to the
Northern Neck and the local Hanks family.
Originally from Illinois, Verduin now

lives in Silver Springs, Maryland. He said
he became interested in the Lincoln-Hanks
story when he was studying history in
graduate school at the University of
Maryland. He visited the Richmond
County Courthouse in the mid-1980s 
and discovered several unindexed “loose
paper” documents about the Hanks family.
Verduin explained, “I did not know 
what to expect coming to Virginia in the
1980s and researching Lincoln given that
Virginia had been part of the South. As it
turned out, the local people were very
accepting of my research and welcomed
my findings.”
This positive sentiment of Lincoln was

also true within the local Hanks family.
Keith Hanks stated, “There were members
of the Hanks family that fought on both
sides during the Civil War, but our family
has always talked very favorably of
Lincoln.” Franklin concurred, “Our 
family always viewed Lincoln with a 
great sense of pride because he was such 
a great leader.”

Lincoln’s Connection to Local Hanks Family

Above, L-R: Keith Hanks, Paul Verduin and Diane Franklin. Left: Abraham
Lincoln 1865. Photo courtesy of the Library of Congress.
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Verduin explained that Joseph and Ann
Lee Hanks (Lincoln’s maternal great-
grandparents) lived in Richmond County
near Peacock Hill — between present-day
Calvary Church Road and Sharps Road —
until January 1784. They had nine
children and prior to the Revolutionary
War, the family attended North Farnham
Episcopal Church in Farnham. Joseph 
and Ann Lee’s teenage daughter, Lucy
(Lincoln’s maternal grandmother), was not
married but gave birth to an illegitimate
daughter, Nancy Hanks (Lincoln’s
mother), around the time the family left
Richmond County. Joseph and his family
stopped briefly in Hampshire County, 
West Virginia (which was part of Virginia
during this time), before ultimately settling
in Nelson County, Kentucky, in 1787.
It is still unknown if Nancy was born 

in Richmond County before the family
migrated west, but her birthday is believed
to have been sometime between mid-1783
and mid-1784. The story of Nancy Hanks
Lincoln being an illegitimate child first
surfaced in the 1880s when Abraham’s
former law partner, William Herndon,
revealed that Lincoln told him on a buggy
ride that his mother was the illegitimate
daughter of Lucy Hanks and a well-bred
Virginia farmer.
Through his research, Verduin also

believes the Northern Neck played a role
in turning the Hanks family against
slavery. It is well documented that Joseph
Hanks was a plantation overseer near
Sharps in the 1770s but was losing work
opportunities because many estates were
using slaves instead of hired men.
Additionally, Joseph and his family had
joined a new religious movement in the
area — the Baptists — who were
preaching an anti-slavery message.
Therefore, by the time the Joseph Hanks
family left Richmond County, Verduin
contends the seeds for being anti-slavery

were most likely planted in the migrating
family’s conscience.
Nancy Hanks went on to marry 

Thomas Lincoln in Kentucky in 1806, 
and Abraham was born in 1809. Thomas,
Nancy and Abraham moved from
Kentucky to Indiana in 1816, but tragedy
would soon strike. In 1818, when
Abraham was only 9 years old, his mother
died from “milk sickness” caused when
she unknowingly drank poisoned milk
from cattle that had been grazing on the
white snakeroot plant. Her gravesite can 

Above: Keith Hanks (left) and Diane Franklin
look on as Paul Verduin explains his research on
the Hanks family of Richmond County. Left:
Nancy’s grave near Lincoln City, Indiana. Below:
The Hanks family attended North Farnham
Episcopal Church until the start of the
Revolutionary War.

be found at Lincoln’s Boyhood Home
National Memorial near Lincoln City,
Indiana. 
Keith Hanks said, “It was very

interesting to meet Mr. Verduin and to
learn so much about the Lincoln
connection to our family. What an honor
to have such a great man as Lincoln within
our family tree.” Franklin agreed, “Being
able to learn and discuss more about 
this branch of our family tree was 
amazing. History is a great story that 
needs to be told.” 


