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Northern Neck Electric Cooperative is an
equal opportunity provider and employer.

The Annual Meeting of Northern
Neck Electric Cooperative will be
held Thursday, Aug. 2, 2018, at
Northumberland High School in
Claraville. Northumberland High
School is off Route 360 between
Heathsville and Burgess.

Dinner will be served between 
5 and 7 p.m. The meeting will begin

at 7 p.m. A maximum of two free meal
tickets will be provided to each registered
member. Parking will be in the high school
parking lot.

Bring your last bill statement 
to be entered for two $50 
cash giveaways!

Bring your last bill statement with 
your barcode to register. You will be
automatically entered to win one of two
$50 Cash Drawings. This drawing is only
for members who bring their bill statement
with the barcode to register!

Annual Meeting will be Aug. 2nd!

New Seasonal Rates
averages $5.02 per day) from June through
September, and a lower bill of approximately
$140.64 (which averages $4.69 per day)
from October through May.

For residential members who desire to
have less seasonal fluctuation in their bills,
NNEC offers Levelized Billing. This option
allows NNEC to average your actual

billing for the current month with the
previous 11 months. Your levelized bill
will vary slightly from month to month,
but this rolling average evens out any
extremely high or low bills. To learn more
about signing up for Levelized Billing, 
you may visit: www.nnec.coop/content/
products-services.

Office closing:
The NNEC office will be closed on Wednesday, July 4,

in observance of Independence Day. Have a safe holiday.

In 2017, Northern Neck Electric
Cooperative (NNEC) filed an application
with the State Corporation Commission

(SCC) for its first general rate increase
since 2009. With the review and approval
of the rate increase by the SCC, the
implementation of new seasonal rates was
granted. Seasonal rates mean NNEC will
now have a “summer rate” and a “non-
summer rate,” instead of a year-round 
flat rate.

Greg White, president and CEO of
NNEC, stated, “Summertime electricity
use drives a portion of the wholesale cost
of electricity to the Cooperative. The
introduction of seasonal rates will reflect
more fairly the actual costs the Co-op
incurs supplying power to its members
during the peak summer demand period.”

As a result, rates will be slightly higher
for electricity in the four “summer”
months (June 1 through Sept. 30), and
will be slightly lower during the eight
“non-summer” months (Oct. 1 through
May 31). With the new rate structure, an
average household using 1,000 kWh of
electricity a month will receive a monthly
bill of approximately $150.46 (which
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Lancaster County: (from left) Wayne Saunders, NNEC
director; Austin McCarty, Youth Tour winner; and Karen
Hutchens, Lancaster career coach.

Youth Tour Contest Winners

Northern Neck Electric Cooperative (NNEC) recently sponsored a
contest to select participants for the 2018 NRECA Washington Youth
Tour. The contest was open to any high school junior living at a primary

residence served by NNEC. The selection of the winning students was based on
the student’s application, letter of recommendation, an essay and an interview
conducted by the Co-op. 

Members of the Board of Directors of the Cooperative recently congratulated
the 2018 winners. These winning students will represent NNEC at the Rural
Electric Washington Youth Tour to be held June 10-14, 2018. They will join
over 1,600 youths from across the nation during the tour for a special program
coordinated by the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association. The
program will feature a tour of the United States Capitol and a visit with
Congressman Rob Wittman. Students will also visit national monuments and
museums in the Washington, D.C., area, and experience several cultural events
such as a theatrical play and a baseball game. The Youth Tour’s final evening
will conclude with a fun-filled banquet. The Cooperative would like to thank
all who participated in the contest and to congratulate the winners.

Westmoreland County: (from left) Holly Wargo, NNEC
director; Grace Minor, Youth Tour winner; Cecelia
MacNamara, Youth Tour winner; and James Wise,
NNEC director.

W t l d C t (f l ftf ) H ll W NNEC

Northumberland County: (above, from left) Holly Swann,
NHS Counseling office registrar; Annie Newsome, Youth
Tour winner; and Steve Thomas, NNEC director.

Richmond County: (below, from left) Beth France, RHS
teacher; Emily Brown, Youth Tour winner; and Rusty
Brown, NNEC director. 

NNEC receives the Leadership
in Philanthropy Award

Northern Neck Electric Cooperative (NNEC) has received the 13th
annual Chancellor’s Award for Leadership in Philanthropy. NNEC
was nominated for the award by Rappahannock Community

College (RCC).
More than two dozen individuals, families and businesses from around

Virginia earned the 2018 Chancellor’s Award for Leadership in Philanthropy.
The awards were presented at a luncheon ceremony in Richmond on
Tuesday, April 17, 2018. Hosted by the Virginia Foundation for 
Community College Education, the 13th annual event honored leading
philanthropists from each of Virginia’s 23 community colleges as well as
the statewide foundation.

RCC nominated NNEC because of its commitment to enhancing the
value of member ownership; providing safe, reliable, affordable electricity
and outstanding member services; and participating in community
activities that enhance the quality of life in the region. Additionally, NNEC
offered a scholarship in 2018 through RCC’s Educational Foundation to
help students attend RCC at an affordable cost.

(From left) front row: Dr. Glenn Dubois, chancellor of Virginia’s Community
Colleges; Marty Mothershead, NNEC VP of finance; Greg White, president &
CEO of NNEC; Carolyn White; Sarah Pope, RCC dean of college advancement;
and Beverly Gates. Back row: Dr. Elizabeth Crowther, president of RCC; Rusty
Brown, NNEC Board member; Jay Garner, NNEC public relations; Richard
McLendon, NNEC VP of member services and IT; and Bob Gates, president
of RCC Educational Foundation.
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Northumberland High School seniors earn
electric co-op college scholarships

Marcia Elizabeth “Lizzie” Swann and
Abigail “Abby” Grace Kiss, both seniors at
Northumberland High School, have earned

$1,000 college scholarships awarded by the
Education Scholarship Foundation of the Virginia,
Maryland & Delaware Association of Electric
Cooperatives (VMDAEC). Lizzie is the daughter of
Keith and Holly Swann of Lottsburg, while Abby is
the daughter of Kornel and Anna Kiss of Callao. Both
were eligible for consideration because their parents
are consumer-members of Northern Neck Electric
Cooperative. In the fall, Lizzie will be attending
Liberty University and studying accounting, and
Abby will be attending the University of Virginia and
studying biology/pre-med.

Recipients are chosen based on three major
criteria: financial need (40 percent), academic
achievement (40 percent) and community
involvement (20 percent). Applicants must also

Above: Lizzie Swann
Below: Abby Kiss

provide evidence of their acceptance in a post-high-
school educational institution or program.

This year, the VMDAEC Education Scholarship
Foundation is awarding 54 Worth Hudson
scholarships to students who live in areas served by
electric cooperatives in Delaware, Maryland and
Virginia. These grants can be used to pay for tuition,
fees and books. The scholarships are named in 
honor of Worth Hudson, the first chairman of the
VMDAEC Education Scholarship Foundation and
former chairman of the board of directors of
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative in Chase City,
Virginia. Since its inception in 2000, the Foundation
has awarded a total of 683 scholarships totaling
$582,500.  

The Foundation is funded through tax-deductible
donations and bequests from individuals, proceeds
from benefit fundraising events and CoBank’s
Sharing Success Program.

NNEC visits with Senator Kaine
Richard McLendon, NNEC VP of member services and IT, joined representatives from Virginia’s other consumer-owned

electric cooperatives for a meeting with U.S. Sen. Tim Kaine on April 13 in Arlington, Virginia. The representatives spent
more than an hour with Sen. Kaine discussing the major issues of high-speed internet access, federal regulation of pole
attachments, and community solar projects. The meeting was coordinated by the Virginia, Maryland & Delaware Association
of Electric Cooperatives.
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A Gem in the River Realm
Since 2005, the Friends of Belle Isle State Park have been sponsoring the Music by

the River concert series at Belle Isle State Park in Lancaster County. The non-profit
organization, Friends of Belle Isle State Park, started in 2001 when people in the

surrounding community wanted to promote the new state park and the educational
opportunities it offered. The group set out to lend support for existing park programs
and to help develop new events that might bring more community awareness to the park.

As a result, Music by the River was started and it has been gaining
popularity each year, with concerts now averaging over 200 in

attendance. Each concert offers a different musical style performed
by a regional band. The concerts are fun for the whole family, as
there is a supervised playground for kids along with games and
crafts offered. People can come by land or boat, as bands set up
on a stage in the picnic area near the shore of the Rappahannock

River, between Mulberry Creek and Deep Creek. The concerts are
held from 6-8 p.m. and are free, but there is a parking fee of $4. 

The Friends of Belle Isle State Park sells soft drinks and bottled water to
concert-goers and uses any funds collected to help support other events at the park,
such as the Easter Egg Hunt in the spring and the “Fall into Fun” event in the fall.

Belle Isle State Park opened to the public in 1999 and averages 48,000 visitors per
year. Visitors can rent canoes, kayaks and bikes, as well as use the handicapped-
accessible canoe-kayak launch site at the park. A complete list of all upcoming activities
at Belle Isle State Park can be found on the park’s website: www.dcr.virginia.gov/state-
parks/belle-isle. To find out more info on the Friends of Belle Isle, you may visit:
www.virginiaparks.org/friends-bi. 

(From left) Katie Shepard, chief ranger of visitor experience; Marceia Holland, Belle Isle
Park manager; and Elizabeth Harris, Friends of Belle Isle State Park co-president.

Music by the River concert in 2017.

2018 Concerts
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Virginia Tech releases new soybean
variety named after NNEC member

by Laura Emery, Field Editor

It’s been a long time since Virginia Tech named a new soybean
variety after a person. 

Most of the time, says Dr. Bo Zhang, assistant professor of the
Department of Crop and Soil Environmental Sciences in the
Virginia Tech College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, they’re
named after locations. In fact, the Virginia Tech soybean breeder
says, “This is only the second time we have named a soybean
variety after a human being. It’s a very high honor.”

Northern Neck Electric Cooperative (NNEC) member Raymond
Corbin earned this honor after 43 years of full-time service to the
Eastern Virginia Agricultural Research and Extension Center
(EVAREC), the Warsaw-based Virginia Tech research facility. “We
chose Mr. Corbin because he’s been contributing to the research
programs at EVAREC for so many years,” explains Zhang.

Charles “Lin” Barrack, EVAREC farm manager for the last 30
years, says now-retired Corbin was surprised to hear the news. He
says, “Raymond is very modest and he’s not the type of person who
would want to be involved in the publicity part of it, but he was
definitely very honored.”

The soybean is often called a miracle crop but is far from perfect.
One challenge in soybean production is its susceptibility to attack
by diseases, insects and weeds. The Corbin soybean variety (V11-
3485) is Virginia Tech’s first Roundup Ready® variety developed in
the Mid-Atlantic region. “It’s herbicide-tolerant and makes weed
management significantly easier,” explains Zhang.

According to Zhang, initial cross-pollination of the variety
happened in 2007, it’s been tested at multiple locations across
Virginia since 2012, and it was released for production in 2018. The
soybean breeding process is a lengthy one, with years required to
develop and produce a new variety. “It may take us a few more
years to release another one. Soybean breeding, in general, takes
a long time,” Zhang explains. 

The Eastern Virginia AREC headquarters is on a 54-acre tract
two miles west of Warsaw, in primarily a grain-
growing region. The facility is one of 13 research
centers run by Virginia Tech across the state. Says
EVAREC’s new Superintendent Joseph Oakes, “We
also have 160 additional acres that we lease from
nearby landowners.” 

Oakes started as superintendent at EVAREC in
February 2018. “Before starting here, I was a post-doc
at Virginia Tech’s Tidewater AREC in Suffolk from
2015 until 2018. There, I focused on using unmanned
aerial vehicles (UAVs are also known as drones) in crop
management and breeding. I hope to bring some of that UAV
research here to EVAREC in the coming years,” he says.

EVAREC’s research programs focus on development of
new wheat, barley and soybean varieties by providing field support
for the Virginia Tech crop-breeding programs in these areas. Small
grain and soybean breeding programs provide agricultural
producers with cultivars that are adapted to Virginia conditions and
produce maximum yields with minimum inputs. In a typical year
more than 15,000 barley test plots, 27,000 wheat test plots and

16,000 soybean test plots are grown by the staff. 
The mission of the EVAREC is to serve Virginia’s grain and

soybean industries through research and educational programs
leading to improved varieties and crop-management practices. 
“Our research objectives are to support the Virginia Tech soybean
and small-grain breeding programs and other research programs
that contribute to economically and environmentally sound crop
production in Virginia and the nation,” explains Oakes. “In other
words, we want to make things easier for growers, and the purpose
of our research is to positively impact their bottom line.” 

EVAREC’s research is available to all Virginia growers, but applies
most specifically to those in the Northern Neck area. Though, as
Barrack explains, “Research shows that varieties developed in this
area that end up doing well in this area also tend to do well in 
other areas.”

The EVAREC facility is served by NNEC. Says Barrack, “We are
fortunate to have service with NNEC with its long history of
supplying electricity and serving the needs of the local community.”

Zhang earned her master’s degree in biochemistry and molecular
biology from the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, and
her doctorate in cell and molecular biology from the University of
Arkansas. In her program, she is currently working on breeding
high-yielding soybeans, including double-crop planting systems,
incorporation of new herbicide-tolerance traits using DNA markers,
and improving nutritional quality and palatability of soybeans for
feed and food markets through lowered anti-nutritional factors.

“A breeding program involves a large number of field plots and
finding innovative ways to streamline the workload has been a
priority for Dr. Zhang. A new soybean variety takes about 10 to 11
years to develop and she has been able to shorten that timeframe
considerably by sending early generations and potential lines to 
a winter nursery and using molecular markers to assist breeding
selection. We look forward to great things from Dr. Zhang’s soybean
program at Virginia Tech as well as Joseph Oakes in his new role as
superintendent,” says Barrack.

Concludes Corbin, “I’ve been blessed to
have worked with good people at EVAREC.
We all benefited from each other and, at the
same time, lifted each other up.” 

Left: Joseph Oakes with drone. 
Below: Michelle Lee drives a combine.
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The Annual Meeting of 
North ern Neck Electric
Coop erative will be held 

on Thursday, Aug. 2, 2018, at
Northumberland High School, 201
Academic Lane, Heathsville, Virginia
(near Claraville). Dinner will be
served between 5 p.m. and 7 p.m.
The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. A
maximum of two free meals will be
provided to each registered member.

Member registration will begin at
5 p.m. Prize-drawing tickets will be
issued at registration. Annual reports
will be distributed in the theater.

Each member of Northern Neck

PROXY PRIZE DRAWING

Win $100

PROXY

As a member of Northern Neck Electric Cooperative, I hereby constitute and appoint:

_______________________________, a member of the Cooperative in good standing, as my/our true and lawful
attorney in fact and proxy for the undersigned to attend and represent the undersigned at the Annual Meeting of
the Members of the Northern Neck Electric Cooperative to be held on the 2nd day of August 2018, or any
adjournment or adjournments thereof, for and on behalf of the undersigned to vote on any question, proposition,
resolution, or any other matter or thing which may come before such meeting with full power to vote and act for
me to the same extent that I might, were I personally present, and do hereby grant unto my said attorney full
power of substitution and revocation hereby confirming all that said attorney and proxy shall do by virtue hereof.

_____________________________ _______________________________________________
Account Number Member Name (Print or type)

_____________________________ _______________________________________________
Date Signed Member Signature

Not valid unless a member’s name is inserted in first blank line, dated and signed.

Harry Q. Public

John S. Doe123456-000

Electric Cooperative has one vote.
You can exercise your vote either by
proxy or by your attendance at the
Annual Meeting of Members. Your
Proxy Form will be mailed with
your June bill.

THE BELOW PROXY FORM IS
ONLY TO BE USED BY MEMBERS
WHO ARE NOT PLANNING TO
ATTEND THE AUG. 2, 2018,
ANNUAL MEETING. In order to be
eligible for the proxy prize drawing
for $100, you must complete the
Proxy Form and return it to the 
Cooperative prior to the meeting.
You must insert the name of a

member of the Cooperative whom
you think will attend the annual
meeting in the first blank, as shown
on the sample proxy form below.
Print or type your name as it appears
on your billing statement, write in
your account number, date and sign
in the spaces provided and return.

We encourage your attendance at
the meeting. In that event, your 
attendance will cancel this proxy.
Only Coop erative members can 
vote proxies.

Shown below is an example 
of a properly executed 
Proxy Form.

July 30, 2018 John S. Doe
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Want a free Wi-Fi thermostat?

Here are the details:

• Maximum control length is 4 hours.

• Maximum of 5 days a month.

• Typically between 3 p.m. and 6 p.m.

• Never increases more than 4 degrees.

Did you know that the price your cooperative pays for

power for the entire year is determined by the amount used

on just a few days?

It’s true. That’s why your co-op is offering the Smart
Thermostat program to residential members in order to reduce
this cost-driving demand. Using a Wi-Fi-enabled thermostat,
NNEC can adjust your temperature setting on high-demand days
a maximum of 4 degrees, which helps to reduce costs. 

To enroll, you must have either a central air system or air-
source heat pump in good mechanical condition, 24/7 Wi-Fi
connectivity, and the thermostat must be installed in NNEC’s
service territory.

If accepted, you’ll get an Ecobee smart thermostat
professionally installed at no cost that is yours to keep after 
being on the program for one year. By participating, you can 
feel good knowing you've done your part to help reduce the 
cost of electricity and help the environment while receiving a 
free thermostat you can remotely control from the convenience
of your smart device! For more information, go to
www.thermostatprogram.coop or www.nnec.coop under 
Energy Conservation.

Summertime is a good time to Beat the Peak
Conserve energy between 3 & 7 p.m.

NNEC pays a monthly demand charge
based on peak energy use. By limiting the
amount of power purchased during these
“peak” high-priced energy periods, the
Cooperative can reduce its total power
costs and minimize future increases in our
energy charge to you.

The “Beat the Peak” message will be
activated when electric usage and demand
for power are very high. The message will
request you, our members, to help us
“Beat the Peak” between the hours of
3 p.m. and 7 p.m. by:

• Raising your thermostat by 3 degrees,

• Delaying major appliance usage such
as clothes washers and dryers, and

• Delaying hot water usage from 3 p.m.
to 7 p.m.

You will receive a “Beat the Peak”
message on radio stations, Facebook,
Twitter and emails to those members who
have provided their addresses.

WE NEED YOUR HELP. Together we
can “Beat the Peak” by using our
electricity resources wisely. Sign up 
for NNEC’s “Beat the Peak” alert
notification by:

�Accessing your account online at https://myaccount.nnec.coop/oscp/ and sign up.

Please visit our website at www.nnec.coop for information on the “Beat the Peak” energy
program and tips for conserving energy on the Energy Conservation link. Thank you for
helping us “Beat the Peak.”
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Hurricane season is officially June 1
through Nov. 30; however, the peak
threat for the United States is

August through October. With each storm
comes the threat of wind damage as well as
storm surges, flooding, rip currents and
tornadoes. The front right section of the
storm path is typically where most of the
damage occurs.

Below are tips you and your family
should practice to stay safe before, during
and after the storm. 

Preparing for the hurricane:

• Make sure flashlights, battery-powered
lanterns and other sources of light are
readily available.

• Make sure flashlights and radio batteries
are fresh.

• Make sure you have an adequate supply
of medicine, first-aid supplies, and 
baby items.

• Keep at least a two weeks’ supply of
bottled water, non-perishable food
items, batteries and firewood on hand.

• If prescriptions are essential, make sure
to get them refilled in case of an
extended power outage or extensive
damage to the area.

• Make sure to have identification and
documentation on hand, such as your
social security card, driver’s license,
birth certificate and insurance
information for your home, car and life.

• Have an evacuation plan for you and
your family in case of an extended
power outage.

• Listen to weather forecasts and
predictions for possible hurricanes.

During the hurricane:

• Make sure to get inside a building and
stay away from the windows.

• Don’t leave candles unattended and keep
them away from furniture, draperies and
other flammable materials. Make sure to

Hurricane Season starts June 1

keep children away from open flames.
Avoid using candles if possible.

• Don’t open freezers and refrigerators any
more than absolutely necessary.

• Listen to local radio stations for news
about power outages.

• Turn off your heating and air-conditioning
systems, as well as electric range.

• Unplug sensitive electronic appliances
such as TVs, Blu-ray players, microwave
ovens and computers — this will protect
your appliances against power fluctuations
that can occur when power is restored.

• After power is restored, be sure to wait
five to 10 minutes before turning on
appliances and heating systems.

After the hurricane:

• If power lines and poles are down in
your yard or in the street, always treat
them as if they are energized and dangerous.
Never touch them and stay away. Make
sure to call Northern Neck Electric
Cooperative at 804-333-3621 to report
downed power lines.

• Debris from the storm can hide power
lines that have fallen. Fallen trees that
contain energized power lines can
electrocute any item it comes in contact
with, such as a metal fence, a pond or
standing water. Even the ground can be
energized near fallen power lines.

• If your electricity is out, make sure to
check with neighbors to see if they have
power. If they have power, you may
have blown a fuse or tripped a breaker.
Never replace a fuse or reset a circuit
breaker with wet hands or while
standing on a wet (or damp) surface.

• If you’re without electricity and want to
use a portable generator, make sure to
use it in a well-ventilated area.  

• Avoid using candles if possible. If you
must, never leave a burning candle
unattended.

• If power remains out following a storm

and you have to cook with Sterno or
charcoal, do so outside to avoid 
the build-up of deadly carbon 
monoxide fumes.

• Replenish your supplies of batteries,
bottled water, non-perishable food items
and firewood for future hurricanes.


